


GEORGE. (removing previous title card) How to Behave at 
School. 

(Lights up c.s. RACHEL, PAULA, BILLY, REBECCA, KIM­
BERL Y, and COREY deliver this lesson in spoken choral 
reading style or in a set that suggests a classroom.) 

PAULA. Arrive at school late. Explain that you are tardy be­
cause you couldn't find your shoe. 

BILLY. As soon as the teacher turns to write on the blackboard, 
open your desk, pull out Mad Magazine and put it inside your 
language arts workbook. Read Mad Magazine while it looks as 
if you are reading language arts . 

REBECCA. Chew a pencil. 
PAULA. Pretend that your pencils are ships. Steer them around 

your desk and make them collide. 
COREY. Then, pretending to play the drums, tap your desk 

with the pencil and when it's time to hit the cymbals, tap the 
head of the kid in front. 

KIMBERLY. Click your pen. 
RACHEL. Tell your teacher that you do not ha ve your home­

work because your dog ate it. 
BILLY. Deny that you are chewing gum and stick it on the roof 

of your mouth. 
PAULA. Whisper. Stop when the teacher says, 
RACHEL. (as «the teacher") Would you like to go to the prin­

cipal's office? 
PAULA. Look at the clock. 
REBECCA. When the teacher asks for a volunteer to take names 

while she goes out for a few minutes, raise your hand , shake it 
frantically, and shout . . . 

COREY. Me, me, me, me, me, me, me. 
REBECCA. You do not get chosen. 
KIMBERLY. (announcing) What to do when your teacher is out 

of the classroom. 
BILLY. Hold your nose and say ... 
PAULA. (holding her nose) Now class, behave. 
RACHEL. Run to the front and draw your fingernails down the 

blackboard. Get your name taken. 
BILLY. When a kid shoots a spitball and doesn't get his name 

taken, say-
COREY. How come you took my name and not his? 
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BILLY. Get his name taken.
 
RACHEL Smell something funny. Shriek-

COREY. Someone laid one, someone laid one, silent-but­


deadly. 
KIMBERLY. (accusing COREY; gleeful) He who smelt it, dealt 

it. 
RACHEL. Wave hand in front of face. Crack up. Hold nose 

while each kid in the class also holds his nose and insists that it 
was another kid. 

REBECCA. Yell, "She's coming."
 
KIMBERLY. And fall out of your chair just as the teacher
 

returns. 
REBECCA. Ask to sharpen your pencil. 
BILLY. Ask to get a drink of water. 
COREY. Ask to go to the bathroom. You can't hold it. 
PAULA. Look at the clock. 
ALL. Recess! 
PAULA. (stepping forward) One of the best ways to spend 

recess is bragging. 

[MUSIC: THE BRAG RAG] 

BILLY. How to Brag. 

(Lights up on RICKY and JOHN, hanging around at recess.) 

RICKY. 
I'M LEFT-HANDED. 

JOHN. 
I AM DOUBLE JOINTED. 
(He demonstrates.) 

RICKY. 
I CAN SQUAT AND CRACK MY KNEES. 
(He does.) 

JOHN. 
WELL, I CAN BURP ANYTIME I PLEASE. 

RICKY. 
OH, YEAH? 

JOHN. 
OHYEAH! 
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RICKY. 
LET'S SEE! 
(JOHN burps long and loudly.) 
THAT'S NOTHING! 
I BURP BETTER. 

JOHN. 
I BURP BETTER! 

RICKY. 
I BURP BETTER 
THAN YOU COULD EVER BURP. 

JOHN. 
WELL, I'VE GOT FILLINGS. 

RICKY. 
I'VE HAD SEVEN STITCHES. 

JOHN. 
GOT MY TONSILS IN A JAR. 

RICKY. 
WELL, I'VE HAD SURGERY. 

JOHN. 
WHERE'S THE SCAR? 

RICKY. 
IT'S HEALED. 

JOHN. 
THAT'S BULLl 

RICKY. 
I SWEAR! 
JUST CALL THE HOSPITAL. 
THEY'LL TELL YOU 
I'VE BEEN SICKER. 

JOHN. 
I'VE BEEN SICKER! 

RICKY. 
I'VE BEEN SICKER 
THAN YOU COULD EVER BE. 

JOHN & RICKY. (joined by entire COMPANY, if you wish) 
BRAG,BRAG,BRAG,BRAG,BRAG 
DAY IN AND DAY OUT. 
IF IT'S WORTH MENTIONING 
IT'S CERTAINLY WORTH BRAGGIN' ABOUT. 
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RICKY. 
MY JOKE'S DIRTY. 

JOHN. 
MY JOKE'S TEN TIMES DIRTIER. 

RICKY. 
MINE'S FROM PLAYBOY MAGAZINE. 

JOHN. 
WELL, MINE'S SO DIRTY THAT IT'S OBSCENE. 

RICKY. (interested) 
OH, YEAH? 

JOHN. (smugly) 
IT'S GREAT! 

RICKY. 
LET'S HEAR. 
(JOHN whispers in RICKY's ear. RICKY cracks up. Then . . .) 
I don't get it. 

JOHN. 
BOY, YOU'RE STUPID. 

RICKY. 
I'M NOT STUPID. 

JOHN. 
YOU'RE THE STUPIDEST KID 
I'VE EVER SEEN. 

RICKY. 
WELL, I'M A GREAT BRAGGER. 

JOHN. 
I BRAG EVEN BETTER. 

RICKY. 
I CAN BRAG ABOUT GIRLS I'VE KISSED. 

JOHN. 
AND THAT'S A TRICK WHEN THEY DON'T EXIST. 

RICKY. 
YES THEY DO! 

JOHN & RICKY. (with COMPANY, optional) 
BRAG,BRAG,BRAG,BRAG,BRAG 
DAY IN AND DAY OUT . 
IF IT'S WORTH MENTIONING, 
IT'S CERTAINLY WORTH BRAGGIN' ABOUT. 

RICKY. 
SO WE'LL KEEP BRAGGIN' ... 
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JOHN . (with COMPANY, optional) 
WE'LL KEEP BRAGGIN' .. . 

RICKY. 
BRAG, BRAG, BRAGGIN' ... 

JOHN. (with COMPANY, optional) 
BRAG, BRAG, BRAGGIN' ... 

RICKY. 
I BRAG BETTER ... 

JOHN. 
I BRAG MUCH BETTER ... 

RICKY. 
I BRAG MUCH, MUCH BETTER ... 

JOHN. 
I BRAG VERY MUCH .. . 

JOHN & RICKY. (with COMPANY, optional) 
BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE 
COULD EVER BRAG. 

I;! JOHN . 
SAYS YOU! 

JOHN & RICKY. (announcing) How to Go Home from School. 

(JOHN and RICKY now begin talking together quietly as EN­
TIRE COMPANY enters S.L., if not already on stage, also 
chatting among themselves. All move toward stage right 
exit. BRANDON enters last, tagging several paces behind.) 

RACHEL. (chanting) Step on a crack, break your mother's 
back . 

ARLENE. (chanting) Step on a line, break your mother's spine. 
PAULA. Pull leaves off hedges. 
DARIEN & BILLY. Kick a rock as you walk. 
COREY. Avoid quicksand. 
CHRISTY. Jump up-grab a branch of a tree. 
PAULA. Run - you are being chased by red ants . 

(Now rapidly .) 

REBECCA. Ring the bell.
 
SUNSHINE. Hit the knocker.
 
ANDY. Slam the door.
 
KIMBERLY. Shout:
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ALL. (shouting) "Hey, Mom, it's me." 

(Suddenly BRANDON boltsjrom the back oj the crowd toward. 
the S.R. exit .) 

BRANDON . (as he exits) And race to the bathroom.
 

(Black out.)
 




